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Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, April 21 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

So that we may observe the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper with our families and parish communities, we will forego our fraternity meeting this day.

We will re-convene on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at 6 PM.

For reflection, the readings for Holy Thursday are listed below.
Sunday, March 20 Readings: Second Sunday of Lent
Reading 1: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14


Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18
Reading 2: 1 Cor 11:23-26


Gospel: Jn 13:1-15
Gospel:
Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper,  fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power  and that he had come from God and was returning to God,  he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin  and began to wash the disciples’ feet  and dry them with the towel around his waist. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,  “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him,  “What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.” Peters said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him,  “Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.” Simon Peter said to him,  “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.” Jesus said to him,  “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed,   for he is clean all over;  so you are clean, but not all.” For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

So when he had washed their feet  and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,  he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet,  you ought to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow,  so that as I have done for you, you should also do.”
A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

Jesus realized that the hour had come.
The Transfiguration on Mount Tabor was an amazing event, but just as startling to the disciples was this transformation of Jesus at the last supper.  He went from Lord to servant in a matter of moments.  Rather than a glorification in light and mystery, He humbled Himself with a towel and some water.  He washed their feet.

So striking was this gesture that nobody could say anything for awhile.  And then of course it was Peter, always blurting out something, who manages a response.  First Peter questions Jesus; and then Peter refuses him.  The poor fisherman would never learn that less is sometimes more.

And now it is our turn to respond to the idea that the Lord of the universe is prepared to wash our feet.  Suddenly we feel Peter’s dilemma, the sweaty palms, the confusion, even the denial.  O Lord, don’t do this.  Don’t humble yourself for the likes of me.  But Jesus washes our feet anyway, because it is the only way we will know who we are called to be: precious children of a loving God.  And once we see ourselves this way, we will recognize each other as well.  And we will take up the towel and the basin and start washing.
Reflection
· What are the lies and fictions of our culture which need to die so that truth might live?
· What does receiving the Eucharist, over and over again, teach you?
· Whose feet need washing in your community, to show them how precious they are in God’s eyes?
Action Response
Practice serving with humility.  Let others know by your service, not how good you are, but how loved they are.
COMING EVENTS

· Saturday, April 2, 2011 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 10, “Who’s in Charge?” pp153-170
· Saturday, May 7, 2011 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 11, “Talk to Me!” pp171-186
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