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 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room

Thursday, August 18, 2011

FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister

6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts

· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)

7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: 

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM): Lead by Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director

· Candidacy Session 11, page 17-1 through 17-18; “Through the Example and Help of the Blessed Virgin Mary” 

· Review of SFO Rule 18 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)

· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, August 21, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 18

Moreover they should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, which “bear the imprint of the Most High” and they should strive to move from temptation of exploiting creation to the Franciscan concept of universal kinship.

COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #18 Commentary

Ecology (the relationship of creatures with themselves, their environment, and their God) is a fourth expression of the Franciscan apostolate.  Francis saw all creation – the sun, the moon, the weather and water, fire and earth, forgiving people and death itself – as symbols of the union between God and his people.  Hence, all creation has a sacred quality and enjoys a oneness with people in the history of salvation.  Following the example of Francis, the Secular Franciscans express profound respect for all creation and use it for its intended God-given purpose.  Furthermore, they en-noble nature and technology and build a community conscience toward using natural resources.  This ministry toward creation will stem the selfish tide of abuse and waste and exploitation in this world.

Sunday, August 21, 2011; Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Is 22:19-23


Responsorial Psalm: 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8
Reading 2: Rom 11:33-36

    
Gospel: Mt 16:13-20
Gospel:
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 


Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.  And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

*************************************************************************************
Coming Events:
· Saturday, Aug 6 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 12: “Here I am Lord”  pp 187 to 204
· Sunday August 28: Waseca SFO Fraternity Picnic.  1:30 PM at the lake across from the Sacred Heart Parish House, next to the Convent.  We are graciously welcomed to attend.  
· Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011: Formation Workshop, St. Bonaventure in Bloomington, MN, 8 AM to 3:30 PM
· Saturday, October 22, 2011: Queen of Peace Regional Gathering at the Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul, MN.  Registration materials are found on the our website: www.sforochester.org
*************************************************************************************
Some reflections:  The following excerpt is entitled “Nature and the Soul” by Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM, from the current edition of Radical Grace.  I was blessed to read it while sitting along the shore of Gunflint Lake in the BWCA.  I thought it was perfect to share given our study of Rule 18 and Ecology this month.  I have the issue, if anybody would like to borrow it.
We looked too long for God and truth through words alone.  The fruit for humanity has been rather limited, it seems to me—especially when I observe every day the extraordinary amount of unhappy and angry people in well educated and “religious” countries.  How could this happen?  Was salvation for the next world only?
I do not fault any one group, or any one person, or explanation; but all of us together as we failed to pay attention.  We removed ourselves from the Circle of Life and ended up talking in circles instead.  This is so strange coming from a religion that believed “the word became flesh” (John, 1:14), yet we have always seemed to prefer words to enfleshment, for some reason.  As my very orthodox Church History professor put it, the church has usually followed Plato (body and soul are enemies of one another) than Jesus (body and soul work together as one).  Sadly and tragically, that says it in one phrase.

It was a giant misplacement of primal attention to what was right beneath our feet, all around us, and flying through the air.  Enfleshment, embodiment, physicality—the material world is the only home we know.  Yet we really “could not see the woods for the trees”, and even worse, we did not see the woods or the trees, but just our ideas about them and how they could be useful to us.  They made paper for our books and shade for our reading after all!
We all started reading books rather broadly once the printing press was invented (almost 600 years ago), and since then we have largely substituted ideas and words for observation and participation in life itself.  Now, I am afraid, it will become texts, videos, and screens that will screen us from reality.  This leaves us all at least one step removed from The Real, and we get caught up in a static of ideas instead of the basic and healing symphony of life itself.  We find ourselves undefended and alone and become willing to “sell our souls for a sardine,” to use Teresa of Avila’s shocking phrase.

Words and ideas work in the short run to get you through school and to impress educators and employers.  But they do not work in the long run or in the deep run.  We soon find ourselves companionless (com-panion = one you share bread with) and lonely in a fully participatory universe, without bread to eat when bread is, in fact, everywhere.  

“For what can be known about God is perfectly plain, for God has made it plain.  Ever since God created the world, his everlasting power and deity is there for the mind to see in all things that God created” (Romans 1:20).

That is a pretty amazing quote that has not been given the immense importance that it deserves.  In fact, read it again!  It says the essential message is written everywhere and all the time.

Yes, the natural world is the first and primary Bible.  We have not honored it, so how could we, or would we know how to honor and properly use the second Bible.  We mangled the written word of God for our own group purposes, instead of bringing it to reverence, silence, and surrender—which the natural world “naturally” teaches us and also demands of us.  If the word surrender scares you, let me tell you that surrender is not giving up, as we usually understand the term; surrender is entering the present moment, and what is right in front of you, fully and without resistance.  In that sense, surrender is almost the exact opposite of giving up.  In fact, it allows you to be given to!
For some reason, the whole created world, the animals, and the seasons of nature allow us to surrender and trust much more than sermons, words, or people do—where we seem to be much more defended, in our heads, and even afraid.  Now, we are learning that abused children can tell their story if they are touching their dog and those who are autistic and stutter do not hesitate or stutter when they are with their horses or cats.  One starts to wonder: who is taking care of whom?  Who is the healer and who is the healed?  Who has soul and who does not?  It is not as neat and clear a distinction as humans once presumed.

So, I entreat you to trust and learn from the awesome authors in this addition of Radical Grace, not for their words, but because their words point beyond themselves to what is, creation itself, the natural world, what is all around you—all of the time.  The “first Bible” of nature is well written, filled with Mystery and invitation, and has all that you need—to know God, to know yourself, to know life, and even to trust death.  Reading reality from inside this circle of creation and with the eyes of nature, you will inherently know you are already in sacred space, you will know that you belong, and you will know that it is okay.  Creation is our first and final cathedral.  Nature is the one song of praise that never stops singing.  
___________________________________________________________________________________
Reading this reflection by Fr. Rohr, I am reminded of one of my all time favorite poems, excerpted here:
And truly, I reiterate, nothing's small!
No lily-muffled hum of a summer-bee,
But finds some coupling with the spinning stars;
No pebble at your foot, but proves a sphere;
No chaffinch, but implies the cherubim:
And, — glancing on my own thin, veined wrist, —
In such a little tremour of the blood
The whole strong clamour of a vehement soul
Doth utter itself distinct. 

Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God:
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes,
The rest sit round it, and pluck blackberries,
And daub their natural faces unaware
More and more, from the first similitude.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning

God’s peace to each of you.  gb

- 4 -


