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 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, February 17, 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister
6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts
· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)
7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: 

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM) 

· Candidacy Session 8, pp 14-1 to 14-26; “By Instilling Justice and Dignity” (Continued from last gathering)
· Review of SFO Rule 14 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)
· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, February 20, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 14

Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a more fraternal and evangelical world so that the Kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively.  Mindful that anyone “who follows Christ, the perfect man, becomes more of a man himself,” let them exercise their responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service.
COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #14 Commentary

The natural consequence to simple living and a sense of community is selfless service.  Secular Franciscans expend themselves by using their special talents, competence and responsibility.  Thus they bring to others the experience of God and the hope for achieving their full humanity.

Sunday, February 20 Readings: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18


Responsorial Psalm: Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
Reading 2: 1 Cor 3:16-23


Gospel: Mt 5:38-48
Gospel:
Jesus said to his disciples:   “You have heard that it was said,   An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil.   When someone strikes you on your right cheek,   turn the other one as well.   If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic,   hand over your cloak as well.   Should anyone press you into service for one mile,   go for two miles.  Give to the one who asks of you,   and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.
“You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,   that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you have?   Do not the tax collectors do the same?   And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about that?   Do not the pagans do the same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

You will rightly be called children of the Most High.
Jesus asks us to be perfect.  (and you thought being “holy” (first reading, Leviticus) or “foolish” (second reading, Corinthians) was hard to swallow!)  He asks that we measure ourselves, not against each other or bald commandment, but against the ideal of love.  Anyone who hears this must yearn for the days when all a person had to do was obey the law.  The standard of love is an everlasting stretch, growth without end, a journey with an elastic horizon.

The way of love is also efficacious.  Jesus didn’t see turning the other cheek and praying for persecutors as a limp response to opposition.  The crucifixion was not surrender.  The stark courage of not returning evil for evil invites conversion of the enemy.  Eye-for-eye justice does not challenge the method of the wrongdoer, nor does it cause a heart to soften.  But unmerited compassion and forgiveness can turn a stone heart to flesh.  The shadow of the cross has been doing exactly that for twenty centuries.
Reflection
· How do you love yourself?  Do you love your neighbor that way?
· Is your life wise or foolish by worldly standards?
· Have you ever loved an enemy?  What did it do to them?  To you?
Action Response
Consider the threefold call to be holy, foolish, and perfect.  Have you known anyone who lived these teachings closely?  What did their lives look like?  Choose one occasion this week in which to be a perfectly holy fool.
COMING EVENTS
· Saturday, March 5, 2011 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 10 “Who’s In Charge?” pp 153-170
*************************************************************************************
Reflections on readings from this week:  “the story of creation”.  

Why is it that we “sophisticated” modern, and even religious people tend to discount this foundational story from Genesis?  Is there any more fundamental concept to our faith than “God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them”?  

Some thoughts from those from the contemplative tradition on the creative nature of God:
“Truly, nothing more resembles God’s eyes than the eyes of a child; they see the world for the first time, and create it.  Before this, the world is chaos.  All creatures—animals, trees, men, stones, everything: forms, colors, voices, smells, lightning flashes—flow unexplored in front of the child’s eyes, and he cannot fasten them down, cannot establish order.  The child’s world is not made of clay, to last, but clouds.  A cool breeze blows across his temples and the world condenses, attenuates, vanishes.  Chaos must have passed in front of God’s eyes in just this way before the creation…

“When I was a child, I became one with the sky, insects, sea, wind—whatever I saw or touched…Shutting my eyes contentedly, I used to hold out my palms and wait.  God always came—as long as I remained a child.”

Nikos Kazantzakis, from Report to Greco

“The mystical tradition within Christianity assures us of the same thing.  God will always come to us…as long as we, through the painful purification of our awareness that they describe, remain in the perceptive posture of a child.”

Reflection on above by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI from The Shattered Lantern
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