St. Louis Fraternity   NLT 11-08

1/5/2011[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.png]




 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, January 20, 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister
6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts
· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)
7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: Lead by Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM) (Larry Price)

· Candidacy Session 8, pp 14-1 to 14-26; “By Instilling Justice and Dignity”
· Review of SFO Rule 13 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)
· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, January 23, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 13

As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.

A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.
COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #13 Commentary

Hand in hand with simple living is coming to recognize that in Christ all are equally brothers and sisters.  There is no room for prejudice or exclusiveness in the Franciscan way of life.  In fact, the sense of community and the will toward community compel the Secular Franciscans to discover Christ in everyone, especially the lowly and poor and disadvantaged.

Sunday, January 23 Readings: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Is 8:23-9:3-1


Responsorial Psalm: Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Reading 2: 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17


Gospel: Mt 4:12-23
Gospel:
12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.

13 He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali,

14 that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled:

15 "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,

16 the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen."
17 From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
18 As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.

19 He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."

20 At once they left their nets and followed him.

21 He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them,

22 and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him.

23 He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people.

A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

When Jesus winds up on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he encounters several people who are plying their trades, business as usual.  He is already known as a preacher, taking up the cry of John the Baptist, “Reform your lives! The reign of God is at hand!” But when he sees the fishermen, he does not promise the kingdom or ask them to change their hearts.  He just asks them to come away from what they are doing, and to follow.  And mesmerized by the person of Jesus—and perhaps a little bored with fishing—they walk away as coolly and cleanly as if it were less than their lives they were leaving behind.

Chances are they did not understand the whole of it.  We seldom do whenever we answer God’s call.  The willingness to cast one’s lot with Jesus when he passes by is the grace that only disciples can know.  The ones Jesus called who had excuses that day are probably still fishing.

Reflection
· What light do you have to carry to the community in which you work and live?
· Draw a circle, and divide it into slices that compose your personal allegiances.  Do these help you serve the Gospel, or keep you from it?
· Imagine Jesus showing up in your area today, calling you by name and asking you to follow.  What would you have to leave behind?
Action Response
There are people close to you who live in darkness, struggling with illness, loneliness, financial trouble, moral confusion.  Choose one way you can help someone see the great light of Christ.
COMING EVENTS
· Saturday, February 5, 2011 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 9 “On the Way—with Francis, Clare and Us”, pp 135-152
*************************************************************************************
Franciscan Saintly Inspirations:  January 16 is the celebration of St. Berard and companions:

Preaching the gospel is often dangerous work. Leaving one’s homeland and adjusting to new cultures, governments and languages is difficult enough; but martyrdom sometimes caps all the other sacrifices.  In 1219 with the blessing of St. Francis, Berard left Italy with Peter, Adjute, Accurs, Odo and Vitalis to preach in Morocco. En route in Spain Vitalis became sick and commanded the other friars to continue their mission without him.
They tried preaching in Seville, then in Muslim hands, but made no converts. They went on to Morocco where they preached in the marketplace. The friars were immediately apprehended and ordered to leave the country; they refused. When they began preaching again, an exasperated sultan ordered them executed. After enduring severe beatings and declining various bribes to renounce their faith in Jesus Christ, the friars were beheaded by the sultan himself on January 16, 1220.
These were the first Franciscan martyrs. When Francis heard of their deaths, he exclaimed, "Now I can truly say that I have five Friars Minor!" Their relics were brought to Portugal where they prompted a young Augustinian canon to join the Franciscans and set off for Morocco the next year. That young man was Anthony of Padua. These five martyrs were canonized in 1481.
Comment:
The deaths of Berard and his companions sparked a missionary vocation in Anthony of Padua and others. There have been many, many Franciscans who have responded to Francis’ challenge. Proclaiming the gospel can be fatal, but that has not stopped the Franciscan men and women who even today risk their lives in many countries throughout the world.

Quote:
Before St. Francis, the Rules of religious orders made no mention of preaching to the Muslims. In the Rule of 1223, Francis wrote: "Those brothers who, by divine inspiration, desire to go among the Saracens and other nonbelievers should ask permission from their ministers provincial. But the ministers should not grant permission except to those whom they consider fit to be sent" (Chapter 12)

- 3 -


