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 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, June 16, 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister
6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts
· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)

· Review of materials from the Regional Council Retreat held at Buffalo, MN June 10-12 (Ramona)
7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: 

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM): Lead by Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director

· Candidacy Session 10, page 16-1 through 16-18; “By Witnessing to the Gospel in a Public Profession” 
· Review of SFO Rule 17 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)
· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, June 19, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 17

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity, and respect for life, striving to make of it a sign of a world already renewed by Christ.

By living the grace of matrimony, husbands and wives in particular should bear witness in the world to the love of Christ for his Church.  They should joyfully accompany their children on their human and spiritual journey by providing a simple and open Christian education and being attentive to the vocation of each child.

COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #17 Commentary

A third apostolic expression of gospel living concerns family life.  The family is the God-given basic unit of human society and a miniature of the total world already redeemed by Christ.  Hence, Franciscan oriented families present a renewed world of love and dignity, are an example of Christ’s love for his Church, and reflect the light of Christ in affront to the darkness of today’s shattered families and prevailing godless values.  Husbands and wives, then, have a special ministry in the Church to the world.  This ministry is exercised in two ways: by leading and educating their children to experience Christ and by witnessing to others that God is present in the family.  This Christian family living is one of the most particular expressions of the laity’s life and mission in the Church.

Sunday, June 19, 2011, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
Reading 1: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9


Responsorial Psalm: Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56
Reading 2: 2 Cor 13:11-13

    
Gospel: Jn 3:16-18
Gospel:
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

Whoever believes in him may not die.
To hear many people talk, religion is all about condemnation and judgment.  It’s one of the reasons most often cited by people who leave the church (any church): It is all so negative and smug.  It’s also one of the main reasons some people, particularly fundamentalists, flock to churches.  It gives them a high moral ground on which to stand and look down on others.  

Earlier in this chapter from John’s Gospel, Jesus sounds exacerbated in his exchange with the Pharisee Nicodemus, a teacher of Israel.  Jesus wants him to understand that God’s desire is not to consign sinners to hell, but to save life once so generously brought into being.  The coming of the Son cannot be separated from the original act of creation and generation.  Both are for life, and not death.  The God who loves the world and the Son who comes to save it are One.
Reflection
· In Reading One, Moses pleads for the Lord’s company.  How do you invite the companionship of God?
· The doctrine of the Trinity has been called the central tenet of Christianity.  How does it affect your understanding of faith?
· Do you participate more in the saving of the world, or in it’s condemnation?
Action Response
Spend some time this week contemplating the three-ness of God.  Find a way to honor God as Creator: enjoy the beauty of nature.  Honor God as Redeemer: help a sister or brother in need.  Honor the Holy Spirit of God: seek wisdom in prayer.
*************************************************************************************
Coming Events:
· Saturday, July 2 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 11: “Talk to Me!  pp 171 to 186
· Thursday, July 28 at ~5:00 PM: Instead of our usual fraternity gathering we will hold a Franciscan Fraternity and Friends summer picnic at Greg Brunn’s house.  Fraternity members and their families and friends of the Fraternity will be invited and welcomed!  More details will be forthcoming. 
*************************************************************************************
The Bird Feeder

Sparrows come to my feeder

Like brown leaves over snow.

Greedy and drab little creatures,

There’s something that you don’t know.

I’d hoped for birds with more color,

Some that were bright and gay,

Like the brilliant red of the cardinal

Or the cheerful blue of the jay.

I’d hoped for the flash of the oriole~

But a different thought comes in view

Birds are so much like people,

We’re mostly quite common too.

We don’t all have beautiful features,

We have meager talents to give,

People are mostly like sparrows

In the way that we look and live.

We’re, most of us, plain and selfish

And loved by only a few~

Stay, God’s drab little creatures,

For I am a sparrow too.

Author, Unknown
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