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 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, March 17, 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister
6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts
· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)
7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: 

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM): Lead by Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director

· Candidacy Session 9, page 15-1 to 15-22; “By Being Sensitive and Loyal to the Church” 
· Review of SFO Rule 15 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)
· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, March 20, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 15

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives.  Especially in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith.
COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #15 Commentary

The first particular aspect of the Secular Franciscans’ evangelical action is social justice, both on the individual level and on the level of community participation.  They must show justice themselves and motivate justice in others, not just in their private lives, but also in the public forum of politics, business, economics, and the like.  This mandate for advancing social justice as an organized group overturns previous prohibitions against a public common expression of rights when it is carried out as a means of demonstrating the convictions of faith.

Sunday, March 20 Readings: Second Sunday of Lent
Reading 1: Gn 12:1-4a


Responsorial Psalm: Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
Reading 2: 2 Tm 1:8b-10


Gospel: Mt 17:1-9
Gospel:
Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother,  and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them;  his face shone like the sun  and his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,  “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here,  one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over them,  then from the cloud came a voice that said,  “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and touched them, saying,  “Rise, and do not be afraid.” And when the disciples raised their eyes,  they saw no one else but Jesus alone.

As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, do not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

Get up!  Do not be afraid!
One minute it is just their friend and teacher Jesus.  The next minute, the light is so bright they can hardly see, and what they do see is astounding: Moses, the great lawgiver, and Elijah, the great prophet!  Peter, ever the man of action, tries to be helpful, but his speech is interrupted by a voice even greater than the three personalities before him.  At this point, courage deserts the disciples, and they cower on the ground.

Can we blame them?  We who do not see the transfiguration are sometimes terrified by the touch of the divine in our lives.  There have been days when what God is doing in my life makes me fearful to get out of bed.  When the moment passes, the coast seems clear of epiphanies, and we dare to move on.  But the trace of divine footprints makes it clear Who has been in our midst.
Reflection
· Do you know what God is summoning you to do?  What can you do to discern this call more clearly?
· Name three reasons why God might find you “unsuitable” for service.  Who in the bible was similarly unsuitable?
· Under what circumstances has the face of God been most clearly revealed to you?
Action Response
Spend some time this Lent in active discernment of God’s will for you.  Consider a period of retreat, spiritual direction, or journal writing to enhance your ability to hear God’s summons.
COMING EVENTS
· Saturday, April 2, 2011 at 10:00 AM: Franciscan petition prayer hour and candidacy formation.  Reflection on Catch Me a Rainbow Too (Lester Bach, OFM).  Chapter 11, “Talk to Me!” pp171-186
*************************************************************************************
Lenten Reflection

Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.
Jesus teaches that right relationship is the ultimate and daily criterion, our yardstick for comparison.  If social order allows and encourages, and even mandates, good connectedness between people and creation, people and events, people and people, people and God, then you have a truly sacred culture: the Reign of God.  The world as it would be if God were directly in charge would be a world of right relationship.  It would not be a world without pain or mystery but simply a world where we would be in good contact with all things, where we would be connected and in communion.  Conversely, the work of the Evil One is always to separate, divide and throw apart (dia-bolical).

It is all about union and communion, it seems, which means that it is also about forgiveness, letting go, service and lives of patience and simplicity.  Who can doubt that this is the sum and substance of Jesus’ teaching?  He makes right relationship desirable, possible and the philosopher’s stone by which everything else is to be weighed and judged.

Richard Rohr, OFM, from Jesus’ Plan for a New World—The Sermon on the Mount
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