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 Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister, Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director, 

 Jerry Onkels, SFO, Treasurer / Secretary, Mary Lou Jensen, SFO, Vice Minister

Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
Upcoming Fraternity Formation Gathering

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist

O’Day Room
Thursday, May 19, 2011
FRATERNITY GATHERING

6:00 PM
Liturgy of the Hours: Lead by Ramona Digre, SFO, Minister
6:30 PM
Opening Prayer: Lead by Ramona Digre

· Snacks, Fellowship and Announcements, Handouts
· Ministry updates and Check-ins (Ramona)
7:00 PM 
Prayer, Formation and Gospel Study: 

· Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ (Benet Fonck, OFM): Lead by Larry Price, SFO, Formation Director

· Candidacy Session 9, page 15-1 to 15-22; “By Being Sensitive and Loyal to the Church” 
· Review of SFO Rule 16 “From Gospel to Life” (Ramona Digre)
· Discussion next Sunday’s readings, May 22, 2011 (Everyone)
7:45 PM  
“Becoming Eucharist: a Liturgical Spirituality for the SFO” – Sr. Rafael Tilton, OSF, Spiritual Assistant
8:00 PM
Closing prayer - Lead by Sr. Rafael Tilton
SFO Rule 16

Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption and service of the human community.

COMMENTARY ON THE SFO RULE OF 1978

Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.

Benet A. Fonck O.F.M., Coordinator.

Rule #16 Commentary

Another concrete means of proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ is expressed in attitudes toward work.  Through working the Secular Franciscans discover their workaday world as the arena of their salvation and at the same time exemplify the saving Christ to others.  So, human labor is a blessing, both received and bestowed.  By working, a person shares in the creative power of the Father, renews the face of the earth along with the Son, and brings the love of the Holy Spirit to the human community.  Such an attitude toward work can reshape one’s own and others’ values and actions regarding labor and management, business and economics, living wage and welfare, proper use of one’s own talents and the resources of others.

Sunday, May 22, 2011, the Fifth Sunday of Easter
Reading 1: Acts 6:1-7


Responsorial Psalm: Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
Reading 2: 1 Pt 2:4-9


    
Gospel: Jn 14:1-12
Gospel:
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father.”
A reflection on this Gospel from “God’s Word is Alive” by Alice Camille:

I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.
The scene is in the upper room, at the last supper Jesus will share with his friends.  He knows what lies in store for him, and he knows this is his last opportunity to teach those who are his own.  After he washes their feet, he begins to prepare them for his leave-taking.  In this opening discourse, he tells his followers that he is going on ahead to prepare a place for them, and that God whom Jesus knows as Father awaits them in this place.

Thomas and Philip both register confusion.  How do we get to this “place” where Jesus is going, this house with many rooms?  How can we know this “Father” whom Jesus knows but we cannot see?  The answer to both questions is the same.  Jesus is the way, and we only need to come to Jesus to see the God who sent Him and the life God desires for us.  

This is important for Christians to understand.  We do not need to waste time and theology wondering about the nature of heaven or the demeanor of God.  All we need to know can be known by choosing Jesus as our path.  The truth of his Gospel is the heaven we seek.  And the life of Christ we share as one Body is the divine life that leads us to the heart of God.
Reflection
· What kinds of prejudice operate in your community?  Who are the deacons that minister to overcome these attitudes?
· What is the foundation of your church community?  What particular charisms or gifts does your parish have to offer as “an edifice of spirit”?
· Jesus is the Way:  Which way does he point you?  Jesus is the Truth: What truths does he teach you?  Jesus is the life: How does his life change yours?
Action Response
Consider yourself appointed deacon for a week, “filled with faith and the Holy Spirit,” to serve your community with integrity and fairness.  Be present to the needs of others, regardless of social distinctions.  Combat prejudice in speech and action.
*************************************************************************************
Inspiring Franciscans 

St. Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes  (Feast Day May 28)
The youngest of eight, Mary Ann was born in Quito, Ecuador, which had been brought under Spanish control in 1534. She joined the Secular Franciscans and led a life of prayer and penance at home, leaving her parents’ house only to go to church and to perform some work of charity. She established in Quito a clinic and a school for Africans and indigenous Americans. When a plague broke out, she nursed the sick and died shortly thereafter.

She was canonized by Pope Pius XII in 1950.

Comment:
Francis of Assisi overcame himself (and his upbringing) when he kissed the man afflicted with leprosy. If our self-denial does not lead to charity, the penance is being practiced for the wrong reason. The penances of Mary Ann made her more sensitive to the needs of others and more courageous in trying to serve those needs.
Quote:
"At times when especially impelled by love for God and fellowmen, she afflicted herself severely to expiate the sins of others. Oblivious then to the world around her and wrapped in ecstasy, she had a foretaste of eternal happiness. Thus transformed and enriched by God's grace, she was filled with zeal to care not only for her own salvation, but also for that of others to the utmost of her ability. She generously relieved the miseries of the poor and soothed the pains of the sick. And when severe public disasters such as earthquakes and plagues terrified and afflicted her fellow citizens, she strove by prayer, expiation, and the offering of her own life to obtain from the Father of mercies what she could not accomplish by human effort" (Pope Pius XII).
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